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1 TIM. N. 14. 

Nes lact not the gift that is in thee, 
| which was given thee by Pro- 
phecy, with the la ing on of the 


« 
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HE Divine Apt „and Biſhop of our Heb. 3. r. 


hands of the Presbytery. 
Souls, immediately before the choice Fet. 2. 25. 
of his Twelve Apoſtles, went out into a Luke 6. 12. 


T 
Ft mountain to pray, ( though commanding 


all that could be pray d for) and continued all night 
In prayer to God. By which Holy Retirement he in- 
timated the extraordinary weight of the Apoſtolical 
Office; and gave his Church an Example of what 
was. fit to be done at the Conſtitution of her Go- 
vernors. Accordingly from the Primitive Ages this 
great Work hath been conſecrated by moſt ſolemn 
Prayers; and the ſucceſs of it hath ever been a- 
ſ{crib'd to the invoking of God as the chief Ordainer. 
It was upon the Faſting, and Supplication of the 
Church, that the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeparate me Barna- Ads 13. 2. 
bas, and Saul, for the work whereunto I have called 
them : And the Biſhop in my Text (for ſo I may be . EH. Hin, 
allow'd to call him with the Ancient“ Fathers) had %, © 4; 
unqueſtionably the Gift of God imparted to him by Seripe, Clay . 
the ſame Preparatory Devotions. To him our. H. 1. in 
Apoſtle tranſmits the Character of. a true Biſhop: T5. , 


doret. in 
I. ad Tm. 
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"And we cannot doubt but he had thoſe Vertues 
' eminently in himſelf, which he. was to look for, and 
reward in others. And therefore St. Paul having in his 
facred Travels made a * abade at Epheſus, and 
taken a more particular Aﬀecion to that Church; 
he expreſſeth it by leaving his Son 7; —_ pre- 
ſide over it: And becauſe he was a young Governor, 
and might poſſibly be forced into this Chain ( as 
many excellent Men have been) with modeſt Re- 
luctancy; he ſends (out of his tenderneſs) two ad- 
mirable Epiſtles to encourage, and inſtruct him. 
Which being written occaſionally for his uſe, but 
intended by God's Spirit for laſting Directions, and 
Canonical Patterns to the Church; this comprehen- 
five Exhortation may be proper to attend upon the 
preſent Solemnity, Neglect not the gift that i in thee, 
which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of 
the hands F the Presbytery. 8 


II. In which Words we have four Points worthy of 

our conſideration: I,, The Deſignation of Timothy 

to the Epiſcopal Charge: 24ly, The Grace that was 

given to qualify him for it: 3dly, The manner of his 
Admiſſion to it: And 4 hy, His Duty in difcharg- 

ing it. Firſt, We may conſider the Deſignation of 

this Holy Man to the Epiſcopal Office: It was given 

Tim. 1. 8. thee by prophecy, or (as tis expreſs d before) accord- 
ing to the prophecies which went before on thee : That 

is, the choice of the Spirit, publiſh'd by the Mouth 


— 


— 


of ſome Prophet, went before thy Conſecration. 


* Kaipo fre „1 me wang. And thus in thoſe Days the Spirit 
ow Tar And 75 Irwuer®: . manifeſtly over. rułd theſe Elections; 
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by a Divine Lot: And the Apoſtolical Cn 
alerts, that the Apoſtles tried by the 222 ſuch as 
were to be conſecrated to the Service of the Church. 
And though 


Church is ſuſfficient; and includes the Suppoſition, 
that Mea are inwardly mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
religiouſly prepar'd for the ſmcere, and vigilant diſ- 
charge of their Duty : yet in this matter we may 
diſtinctly conſider two Operations of the bleſſed Spi- 


nit, ftill continued in the Church. The A is, in 


directing | ſecretly the choice of Perſons well en 


dou/ d, and fitted for this Sacred Government. For 


in whatever hands this Truſt is lodg d, whether in 


the Biſhops of the Province; (as anciently) or in 


the Clergy of the Dioceſs; (as was uſual too in the 


Primitive Days) or in Chriſtian Princes; (who did 
frequently in old times aſſume this juſt Power to 
themſelves) or in the Body of the People; (whoſe + 


Zeal in nominating their | Paſtors was often com- 


plied with) ſtill the Election of thoſe that adorn this 
great Employment with ſuitable Qualifications, and 


by:aQing, or ſuffering gloriouſſy for the Church, 


proceeds chiefly from the Spirit of God. Tis he 
that diſcovers the ſecret Treaſure diſpens d by him 
ſelf; and brings his own Gifts into publick light; 
and applies them to the end for which they were 
given; and inclines the Aﬀections of Men to the 
raiſing of thoſe in whom they ſhine. *Tis he that 


defeats the proſane Graſpings of deſigning Men; 
and draws the humble out of their Receſſes, to ſet 
them om the Epiſcopal Throne; though they hide 
themſelves from the World, and tremble at the 


thou glu. 


ae. | 
4. 


ſince the ceaſing of theſe miraculous 
Interpoſitions from above, the regular Call of the 
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* Cont. Cell. 0 
p. ult. 


thought of ſuch an elevated Station. And ſo * 0r;. 
gen tells us, That in his time, Men that lov'd govery. 
ing were not admitted; but they who out of Modeſty 
declin'd it, were compell d to govern the Churches. 


III. Again, Secondly, the Spirit operates too upon 


the Man that is choſen to this difficult Employment, 


Exod, 4. 13. 


John 3. 9. 


I Tim. 3. 1. 


and by an inward Call obligeth him to undergo the 
troubles, and hazards of it; when otherwiſe he 
would ſay with Moſes, Send, O Lord, by him whom 
thou wilt ſend; by one fitter, and not by me. There 
is a contrary Spirit in vain and aſpiring Men, that 
love Preeminence (as Diotrephes ) and exalt them- 
ſelves to the Depreſſion of the Church: And 'tis an 
unhallow'd Ambition to be fond of this Sacred Dig- 
nity, only for the Trappings of it; and after a ſe- 
cond, and third Dedication to God, to forget the 
firſt, the renouncing of Secular Eomp. But if a 


man ( ſaith our Apoſtle) defire (with no indirect 


aim) the office of a Biſhop, he defireth a good work; 
an opportunity of labouring for God, and not any 
worldly advantage. And certainly when it was a 
ſtep to Martyrdom to be a Biſhop, and the higheſt 
at the Altar were the firſt Victims to Pagan fury; 
when the Office was naked, and perſecuted, and 
there was no Wealth, or Splendor to compenſate 
the Toils, and Perils of it; no Man could readily 
undertake it, but by Impulſes from above. And in 
all Ages there is ſo much Work required to a con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of this Adminiſtration ; that 
when a good Man enters upon it with no ſordid 


Proſpect, with no wretched Promiſes to himſelf of 


Honour, and Dominion, and Eaſe, and Affluence; 
1 5 | but 
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but with a fervent earneſtneſs to promote the Glory 
of God, and the Intereſt of his Church, and the Sal- 
vation of Souls; and with a firm Reſolution to 
ſpend himſelf, or (if it be needful) to be facrific'd in 
carrying on theſe ends; and with an humble hope, 
that God, who lays this burthen upon him, will 
ſtrengthen him under it; he may truly be ſaid to be 
excited hereunto by the Divine Spirit. According- 
ly we are taught by our Church, that ſuch a wi//, 
and ability is given of God alone: And in her Words 
we pray, That the holy Spirit may in all things di- 
rect, and rule our hearts: And if tis our felicity to 
be ſo directed, and by praying for it we may ex- 
pect it; how much more in the higheſt concern of 
the Church, in the advancing of Governors for it? 
And his Agency is equally kind, whether he Creates 
them as it were out of matter indiſpos'd; or finds 
them (as he did our Apoſtle) previouſly adapted to 
their Work : though 'tis more evident, when their 
Endow ments are ſuited to the difficulties of it; when 
. Wiſdom, and Learning, and Eloquence are the Pre- 
paratives to this Gift; and when the Graces of the 
Spirit are plac'd (as Jewels in a rich Cabinet) in a 
Mind nobly furnith'd by Nature. 


IV. This Interpoſition of the Eternal Spirit will 
more clearly be evinc'd from the Second Point in my 
Text, the Grace that was beſtow'd on Timothy, for 
the due Execution of his Charge: Tis call'd The Gift 
that is in thee ; and therefore doth not probably 
mean the Holy Function it ſelf; (though thi too is a 
2=o4s, and is ſuppos d by the conterring of that) 
nor ſuch miraculous — of the Holy Ghoſt, 

ab 
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fohn 15. 5. 


as have no Connexion with it; but ſuch a meaſure 


of ſpiritual Endowments, and inward: Aſſiſtances, as 
might enable him to Anſwer all the Obligations of 
that high Calling, and conduct him through all the 
Labyrinths, and Diſceuragements of it. For we 


may obſerve two different Communications of 


Grace; the one accommodated to a Private Life, 
and the other to a Publict Employment. Firſt, As 
to a Private Chriſtian, the neceſſity of Divine Grace 
to lead him in the Paths of Religion, and furniſh 
him with Wings for Heaven; to call him (like La- 
zarus ) out of the Grave, and animate him with 
fpiritual Life; to reſtrain him from Sin, and cover 
him againſt Temptations; to excite him to good 
Works, and unaffected Piety ; to inflame his Devo- 
tions, and lift up his Soul in Prayer; to guide him 
in Perplexities, and comfort him in Sorrows; to 
enlighten his Mind, and diſpel the natural Darkneſs 
of it; to purify his Will, and Affections, and make 
him a fit Temple for the Holy Ghoſt; all this is. 
earneſtly aſſerted by the Church of God. And this. 
acknowledgment 2 contradicted by humane 
Pride, and Philoſophy, and the Pelagian Scheme) 
reſults from our Saviour's Declaration, Without me ye 
can do nothing: And is ſo interwoven in all our Pub- 
lick Prayers, that we muſt renounce our Ziturgy, 
before we can ſet up our ſelves, or the feebleneſs of 
Nature, againſt the Grace of God; and aſcribe what 
is good in us to. any other Principle. Wherefore 
though the Motions of the Spirit within us are in- 
ſenſible, and as to the manner of them inexplicable; 
and tis equally hard to explain, How we co-operate 
with him; and what Limits are to be fix d between. 

his. 
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his Efficacy , and the Liberty of the Will; how far 
Grace may be reſiſted ; and how far tis victorious : 
yet the Power, and Goodneſs of God in conducting 
us to eternal Happineſs by inward Succours, as well 
as outward Diſpenſations, is gratefully to be ound 
by every Chriſtian : And the Maxim of our Apoſtle 
can never be gainſaid, I is God which worketh in you Phil. 2. 11, 
both to will, and to do, of his good pleaſure; even in 1% 
you, that (as tis ſuggeſted immediately before) work 
out your own ſalvation with fear, and trembling. 


V. But Secondly, there is a larger Diſtribution of 
Grace, proportionable to publick Employments , 
when God raiſeth Men providentially to them: And 
of this the ſame Apoſtle {peaks in his own Caſe; By ; cor. 15. 10. 
the grace of God I am what I am; and his grace which 
was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain; but I labour- 
ed more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me. The Regal, and 
Sacerdotal Unction in the Fewiſh Church ſignified 
the Preſence and Guidance of the bleſſed Spirit, in 
executing thoſe great Offices : and that excellent 
Hymn aſcribed to St. Ambroſe, wherein we call 
down the Holy Ghoſt at theſe Solemnities, ſup- 
poſeth the Abilities for the Government of the Chri- 
ſtian Church to be infus d by him. Tis the Cha- 
racter of our heavenly High- Prieſt, that God gave John 3. 34. 

not the ſpirit by meaſure unto him, by limited Por- 
tions: but to other Men God vouchſafes it in a 
ſtinted manner, and reſpectively to the Wants of 
that Station, which his ſpecial Providence placeth 
them in. And when he thus appoints any Perſon 
to govern his Church, there comes upon him a new 

S > | Spirit 
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Spirit; and (as tis ſaid of the firſt King choſen by 

x Sam, 10. G, God) he is turned into another man, and God gives 
9 him another heart. And ſince the ſeven Gitts of the 
Spirit, (which we are now ſupplicating for) the 

Spirit of Wiſdom, ( to manage happily the publick 

Afairs of the Church) and that of Underſtanding, 

| (8 penetrate with quickneſs into all matters that 

all under a Ruler's Inſpection) and that of Counſel, 

(to direct what is to be done in all intricate Emer- 

gencies) and that of Might, (to reſiſt, and conquer 
Oppoſition) and that of Auowledge, (to be as a 

Matth. 13. ſcribe inſtructed unto the kingdom of heaven, and able 
to unfold the Myſteries of Faith) and that of he 
fear of the Lord, (to rule with an awful Senſe of 

being accouptable to God) and that of Pzety, (to 

maintain a Fſtant Communion with him) are all 

neceſſary for the Office, and work of a Biſhop in the 

Church of God; we may humbly preſume, that they 

to whom 'tis worthily committed do, by the Im- 

poſition of Hands, and upon the Prayers of the 

Church, receive (in this Dimenſion) the Holy Ghoſt. 

There are ( ſaith St. Paul) diverſities of gifts, and 

Cor. 12. 4, differences of adminiſtrations ; but the ſame ſpirit, di- 
n viding to every man ſeverally as he will: And the ma- 
nifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to every man to 84 

wit hal. And then we may undeniably couclude, 

that they whom the edifying and preſerving of the 
Church is chiefly entruſted with, can neither fail 

of a Competency of ſpiritual Gifts, when ſeeking 

devoutly for them; nor can without theſe Effuſions 

bear up the Credit of their Function, and the 

Power of Religion. For to appear with the proper 

Luſtre of a Biſhop, and attend with integrity, and 

Courage 
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Courage upon the Service of God, and his Coun- 

trey: To be full of Eyes, (like thoſe Miniſters 

about the Throne of God) to ſee over a whole Rev. 4. 6. 
Dioceſs, and refide in every Pariſh of it: To act as a 

true Father towards his Clergy, ſupporting their 
Dignity, as well as his own, and defending: 

them againſt Encroachments, and Oppreſſion ; 

and yet to govern them with Zmpartiality, as 

well as Lenity, to wink at none that are licenti- 

ous, and indulge none that either ſcandalize their- 

Flocks, or wander from them : To reſcue the Pa- 

ſtoral Rod from Contempt; and yet to uſe it with 1 Cor. 4. 21. 
the Spirit of Meekneſs : To fear no Man's Frowns, or 
Diſpleaſure ; and yet to be made all things to all men, 1 Cor. 9. 22. 
that he may ſave ſome: Tolay on unſpotted hands, 

and open the Altar to none but the Worthy : * 

To. exerciſe. the Spirit of power, and of love, and Tim. 1. 3. 
of a. ſound mind : To ſhew Moderation tempe- 

red with Zeal, and Condeſcenſion with Stea- 

dineſs: To ſtrive with the Humours, and Pride, 

and Vices of Men diſaffected to the Church; 

or that think themſelves above the Checks of a 
Spiritual Father: To be an Example in word, in con- 1 Tim. 4. 12. 
verſation, in charity, in faith, in purity ; to be up- 

right, and inflexible in Publick Councils; diſcern- 

ing, and unbiaſs'd on the Seat of Judgment ; un- 
daunted, and ſtrenuous in protecting Religion, and 

Juſtice : To guard the Doctrine, and Order of the- 
Church; and reduce ſtraying Sheep to her Com- 
munion: To gather the lambs with his arm, and carry Aa. go, fl. 
them in his boſom, and chaſe away the Wolves : To 

preach, and rebuke, and live with Authority; and 

endure hardueſs, as. a good ſouldier of Jeſus _ 1 Tims 2. 3 


pe . G ; -” 
= 1 2 — 1 


A Sermon preach d at the Conſecration 


2 Cor. 2. 17. 


To uphold a Church beaten with Storms on every 


ſide; and to be reſolv'd to die for it, rather than to 
deſert it: nay, to ſeek the Peace, and Welfare of all 
Chriſtian Churches; and to be in Care, and Chari- 
ty an Uuiverſal Biſhop : To plant, and water in bar- 
ren Soils; and (as an Apoſtle in the Original ſenſe) 
to ſpread the Light of the Goſpel in the dark Cor- 
ners of the Earth: In a word, to be as an Angel of 


God for Sanctity, and Wiſdom, and Activity: All 


this is ſuch a weight of Merit, and of Work, and 
requires ſuch uncommon Talents, and ſuch liberal 
Supplies from Heaven, -as that it may juſtly be 
faid, Who is ſufficient for theſe things? 


VI. This ſufficiency can come from God, and 
from him alone : and how in the ordinary courſe 
it may be obtain'd, we may diſcern from the Third 
Point, namely the manner of Admiſſion to the E- 
piſcopal Office: It was given thee with the laying on 
of the hands of the Presbytery. And what did this 
Ceremony import 2 Who had the right of uſing it? 
and what was this Presbytery 2 The Argument of 
the Day, as well as of my Text, empowers me 
before this Venerable Audience, to touch upon 
theſe Queſtions : And though I can ſay nothing 
new, after ſuch a Maſs of rich Learning as hath 
been produced on this Subject; (but ſtill with end- 
leſs Contradiction) I crave your Patience for theſe 
Four Propoſitions: Firſt, That the Presbytery here 
mention d was of the Order of Biſhops : . Secondly, 
That this Order (as diſtin& from, and ſuperiour to 


common Presbyters) is of Apoſtolical Inſtitution : 


Thirdly, That by the fame Authority Biſhops have 


the 
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the ſole Right of Ordaining : Fourthly, That this 
Power is to be exerted by the laying on of Hands, 
with ſolemn Prayer. Theſe are plain and eaſie Ob- 
ſervations, legible in the pureſt Antiquity, and 
without any Nifficu lty in their Proof; unleſs to 


ſuch as are engag d againſt them by embarking in - - 


a Party, or by invincible Prepoſſeſſions. The 
Firſt Propoſition is, That the Presbytery before us 
was of the degree of Biſhops: For by this Expreſſi- 
on our Apoſtle cannot mean ſuch Presbyters as 
were diſtinguiſh'd from Biſhops, and plac'd in a lower 
rank; becauſe he, in the fulneſs of his Authority, 
preſided at the Conſecration of Timothy; and there- 
upon gives him this advice, 7 put thee in remem- 
brance, that thou ſtir up the Gift of God which is in 


thee, by the putting on of my hands. And for a clear- 2 Tim. 1.6. 


er view of this matter, it may be conſidered that 
the Name of Presbyters, at the beginning of the 
Chriſtian Church, was often applied both to ordi- 
nary Biſhops, and to the Apoſtles themſelves. 


And ſo we read that St. Paul ſent from Miletus to E- = 20. 17 


pbeſus, and called the Flders of the Church, or the 
Presbyters: And what theſe were, we may obſerve 
from what follows; Tate heed unto your ſelves, and 


to all the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
you Biſhops: For ſuch they probably were, ( Epheſus. 


being the Metropolis of the Proconſular Afia, and 
having many Cities under it) and then the Word is 


to be thus tranſlated. Again, the fame Apoſtle 1 Tim. 5. 17. 


faith, Let the elders that rule well (that is, the Biſh- 
ops, who are the Rulers of the Church) be counted 


worthy 7 
the word, and doftrine. Nay, the greateſt Apoſtles, 


S. Peter, 


double honour ; eſpecially they who labour in 
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1 Pet. 5. l. 
2 Joh. 1. 


*Chryſ. ſom. 


Joh. 20. 21. 


St. Peter, and St. John call themſelves Elders: and 
we cannot degrade them into inferiour Presbyters. 
And therefore the Deduction from the Confuſion 
of Names for the Parity of Order, is very weak : 
And ſince bare Presbyters (as a Learned * Father 
aſſerts on my Text) never ordained a Biſhop, they 
could not be the Ordainers of 7imothy. 


VIE. This will be confirm'd from the Second Pro- 
poſition, That the Order of Biſhops is of Apoſto- 
lical Inſtitution. For the evincing hereof, Firſt, let 
it be conſiderd, that Chriſt committed the whole 
Power of his Church to his Apoſtles; and the 
were to govern, as well as to inſtruct it: For this 
is their Commiſſion,” As my Father hath ſent me, even 
ſo ſend I you. By which divine Appointment, and 
by the antecedent Diſcrimination that he made 
between the Apoſtles, and the LXX Diſciples, 'tis 
manifeſt that the Apoſtolical Office was ſuperiour to 
any other in the Chriſtian Church. And ſince the 
Apoſtles (by reaſon of their Mortality) could not 
always govern it; nor could (during their ſtay in 
this World) be preſent in all particular Churches : 
The queſtion is, Whether (to ſupply this loſs) they 
took care to conſtitute an Order of Men, that ſhould 
be inveſted with their Authority, and go down in 
ſucceſſion through all the Ages of the Church: 


For if they did ſo, unqueſtionably the Spirit of 
Chriſt directed them: and then the divine Right of 


this Order is equally viſible, whether Chriſt did 


perſonally appoint it upon Earth, or the Apoſtles did 
it by Inſpiration from him. Now the Foundation 


of Epiſcopacy being thus laid in the Apoſtolical 


Em- 
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Employment, 'tis not of much moment to enquire, 
Whether the Apoſtles ( who had fuch an extenſive 
Charge) % properly fix their Sees, as Biſhops, in 
particular Cities; as S. Peter is by the g voice 

of Antiquity reckoned Biſhop of Rome! For 9 
all this ſhould be deny'd, and the Apoſtles (who 
were to convert the whole World, and to remove 
from one Nation to another) cannot ſo juſtly be 
confin'd within narrow Provinces ; yet at Biſhops 
were planted by them in theſe, to reſide upon their 
departure, and do really ſucceed into their Power ; 
the Confequence is certain for the Divine Eſtabliſh- 
ment of this Order. 


VIII. Let it then be conſider'd Secondly, That the 
Apoſtles admitted other fit Men into a ſhare in their 
Employment, as they had occaſion for their help: 
and as Chriſt put the Government of the Church 
into their hands, ſo they delegated the ſame truſt to 
the Biſhops of the Churches founded by them. Of 
this Number were Timothy and Titus; as is evident 
from S. Paul's Epiſtles to them: wherein we find as 
convincing Marks of their Epiſcopal Supremacy, as 
can well be deſir'd. For to them he aſſigns the 
Power of Ordaining : Lay CN on v man, Tim. 5. 22. 
is his advice to one of them; and he tells the other, 
T left thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldſt ordain Elders in Tit. 1. 5. 
every City. And both of them are inſtructed by him 
in the qualifications of Biſhops, (that are to take care i Tim. 3. 5, 
of the Church of God) and of Deacons ; that they 
might know whom to ordain, and whom to repell. 
Again, they had the Power of Juriſdictioa: For to 
one of them this Injunction is given, A man that is Tit. 3. 10. 


an Heretict, after the firſt, an ſecond admonition re- 
C ye x 
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1 Tim. 5. 19, Jef: and to the other this, Againſt an Elder receive 
20 not an accuſation, but before two, or three witneſſes : 
Them that fin rebuke before all, that others alſo may 
fear. Again, the Cuſtody of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and publick Worſhip, is allotted to them; and they 
have many Rules tending hereunto : one of them 1s 
z Tim. r. 3. admoniſh'd to charge ſome that they teach no other 
Doctrine, than what the Apoſtle had deliver d; and 
2 Tim. 1. 13. to hold faſt the form of ſound words; and to commit 
* what he had heard to faithful teachers : and the other, 
Tit. 1. 13. & to rebuke his People ſharply, that they may be ſound 


2a. Je in the faith; and to ſpeak the things which become. 


ſound doctrine. All which are Indications of their 

Epiſcopal Power, and confirm the Tradition of the 

Church concerning their Character. For if they 

had ſuch an inherent Authority, they were more 

than bare Evangeliſts; or (as a new notion is) Itine- 

rant Commiſſioners from the Church of Jeruſalem. 

Io them may be added the Angels of the VII Chur- 

ches in Aa; and perhaps Timothy was one of theſe : 

Iren. l. 3. and another of them was Polycarp, made Biſhop of 
S bat e Smyrna by the Apoſtles ; and the reſt were Biſhops, 
1 repreſented (from their illuminating Office) under 
the figure of fo many Stars. And for the earlier 
Settlement of this Order, S. Pauls Canon may be al- 

eb. 13. 19. ledg d; Obey them that have the rule over you, Tois u- 
pwevois ; (which is the Word for Biſhops, as a moſt 

100 in ancient + Father 7 3 * them 
at. p. 42% above Presbyters] for they watch for your ſouls, as they 
_ d con fh mut avi ma And this a the late 
»* Dodw. de Fancy of a very learned“ Writer, who (though af. 
ule Angl. firming Epiſcopacy to be Apoſtolical) placeth the 


date of it aſter all the Books of the New Teſtament. 
| nc 


_— — = _ * 
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L IX. Thirdly, let it be conſider'd, that as the Scri- 
ptures lead us ſo far in diſcovering the Epiſcopal 
Form; ſo this appears to have been the ſenſe of the 
Chriſtian Church, in the pureſt Ages of it. And 
from this univerſal Conſent I might argue, (with a 
late eminent * Prelate of our Church) That there is *Biſhop &#- 
as great reaſon to believe the Apoſtolical Succeſſion to ies 
be of Divine Inſtitution, as the Ctnon C4 Scripture, 
or the Obſervation of the Lord's day : and that it can- 
not but ſeem unequal, not to allow the ſame Force, where 
there is the ſame Evidence : and that in a regular, 
well. conſtituted Church, Biſhops are to continue to the 
world's end. For when S. + Ireneus, and“ Clement +Hyginus vo- 
of Alexandria,” and ++ Tertullian, and S. Cyprian dum locum E- þ 
aſſert, that Biſhops ſucceed the Apoſtles in govern- — pe 
ing the Church, and were conſtituted by them; and a5 4poftotr; 

t one of them (born perhaps in the Apoſtolical Age) 27“ . 
declares, that the — — the Church 2 A 

ML. ca Ty City to Biſheps; and that || Linus (men , E- ; 
Vila. F4 dond by S. 2 ) was made Biſhop oe 

92 Rome by him, and S. Peter ; and in the mens. Id. J. 3. 

ſame place more fully, Me are able to name thoſe that 4 e , 

were appointed Biſhops by the Apoſtles in ſeveral Chur co Epiſcopa-" 


| tum ab - 
poftolis habet Eleut beriut. Id. ib. Presbyteris obaudire oportet , his qui ſucceſſionem 
— I ; qui cum Epiſcopatus ſueceſione chariſma veritatis certum atcepe- 
runt. Id. l. g. c. 43. 
** 0 — — — wy im % , nmr", De Divit. Sal. 5. 42. | 
+ Moc modo Ecclefis Apoſtolice cenſus ſuos deferunt : perinde utique Eg caters 
exhibent quot ab Apoſtols in Epiſcoparum conſtitutos Apoſtalici ſeminis traduces 
habeant. De Præſcript. Her. c. 32. Habemus Joannu Alumnas Ecclefiazs. Nam ordo - 
_ Epiſcoporum ad originem recenſus, in Foannem ſtabit audtorem. Sic & caterarum ge. 
neroſitas recognoſcitur. Id. adv. Marc. I. 4. c. 5. | | 
| * Prapoſitos, qui Apoſtolis vicaria ordinatione ſuccedunt. Ep. 66. Apoſtolos quibus 
nos ſucceſtmus, eadem poteſtate Eccleſiam Dei gubernantes. Ejuſd. Council. Carthag, 


P. 242. | 
t Iren. J. 4. c. 63. & l. f. c. 20. » 
| C 2 ; ches; 
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| 5 3 {oft the 
ches; to whoſe care they eee je ue ; | - 
to ſucteed in their Government * e208 1) Alus 
of the ſame Fathers — 7 — wed b Chriſ lum 
+ Apoſtelos, us, that + Biſhops Were infl 5 . Write 
Ee "ol Again, when they _ 47 S Ep. ad Cor. 
A Dami-ancient, and even the Roman} Clement 15 5b. 2) 
merelegit. learned Men underitand him) plain BEDS 
Ep. 3. Domi- . 8 ih 4+ Three Orders of Bithops, Presbytclo, 
mu noſter E- diſtingui : ſuggeſtion that this Di- 
piſcopi Lo no- and Deacons 3 without any | il 4 (not to 
e . lindion was imroduc after the Apis © ON. 
tionem 4iſpo-mention 8. Igmat Jus, though * —_— e. | a. 
ner, in cauſe the Authority of his Epiſtles hath boon Pee 
vangelio lo- X {; when Men of ſuch illuſtrious 
quitur, S ly diſown'd) N „ d Pi g and ſo near to 
dicit Petro; Renown, and Learning, and Elety, the 
nt Mes, (that they could not but know the 
uia In er F- the Apoltles, hem) agree in ſetting 
ms, &c. material Tranſactions under t gr 15 


Inde per tem- f. heſe Advantages of Epiſcopacy 5 is it not in- 
rem feng —— th at it ſhould be repugnant to the A poſto- 
ces, Epiſeo- en Frame: And will not theſe Conſiderations put 
ebe lical Frame? And W 


| 1 1 
ae, & 2 together amount to a Demonftration, that the Ep 


clefie ratio ſcopal Government is not Humane, and Indifferent, 


Becta 18 and Mutable; but Was eftabliſh'd by the Spirit ot 


1 ſible 
Epiſcopos in the Apoſtles for a perpetual, and irrever 
lu. — . 11 it was not ſo, how long after them 


47 N ; ir ir univerſall 
22 did the Innovation begin ? How was it univerſally 


| ; id the {elt-deny- 
ber eoſdem : d to: and in What Synod did the ſe 

— <p _— ters ſurrender their Trult ? Dottrines may 
lernetur. ing Pres yre . -ntible degrees K 
1d. Eg. 33. be deprav d ſilently, and by 4ampercepm ene ne 
Ft Lien. becauſe Truth (like the Fountain .of it) 15 in 111 
4 . . ple. and in Speculations we eaſily paſs by it without 
222 diſcerning it: But Government is a tlung ſo conſpi- 


* Cyprian. 


. . 5 . 1 1 
I. de Pra- EP EARN! 11. erde Fug. c. 11. L. 1- 
A. e A. & de Bapt. c. 17. & de Monogam c. 11. & de Fug £7 ds Ora. p. 103. 


e. hy " Hom. 11. C14. & in Mat. P. 303. & 42, | 
z 1 7 hr Vindie-· Ignat. P. 2. c. 13» & Bevereg. God. Can. Viud 
po | 


„ 


.< 
4 4 


cuous, 


— 


CC ee 


cuous, and in which eyery Man hath ſuch a known 


Intereſt; and Mea are naturally ſo deſirous of ruling, . | 
the them ſo tender, and uneaſie in part- 


4 
: 


ing with the leaſt Punctilio of any right; that tis e- 
| — a wonder, how in thaſe Baer Martyrdom, 
any good Men could be ſo tame as to give up a {a-. 
cred Power, or ſo ambitious as to accept this reſig- 
nation: and tis no leſs, that all this could be done 
without any noiſe, or oppoſition, or reproach from 
Hereticks; and that in one of the moſt learned A- 
ges of the World, there ſhould not be any record of 
It leſt. Iconcludethen, that whatever Exemption - 
Caſes of Neceſſity may deſerve ; no juſt Abels, can 
be oſſer d for the overturning of this Apoſtolical Hie. 
rarchy ; which was never violated, till after a Poſſeſ- : 
ſion of 1500 Years. 4 3-00 


X. And ſo I haſten. to the Third Propoſition, 

That Biſhops have originally the ſole right of Or- 
daining. For this being the principal Branch of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Power, it muſt be appropriated to them, 

on whom alone it was beſtow d: and ſo it ever was by) 

the Primitive Rules. Which are ſo clear in this mat - 

ter, that though Presbyters too (as ſtanding qu a 

lower ground, and poſſibly not mention d in Scri- 

pture under this Name) have their Order, and the 

rights conſequential to it, from the Apoſtles ; and to 

them alſo is aſſign d in very early times a Tmpwrixa- 0 74; 
Se pie, and a eee e in + governing, g—_—_— 


Its N- 


and the honour of being Councellors and Aſſeſſors to 24a 
Nad 6Fig K+ 


Tu, Y Tgs7EvTeg3t. Orig. in Mat. p. 443. 
t. O Tau 73 ions WI ag40 Buri;er ,, . . Hroxhmar * 2, 33 f a dong. 
4 ci AHA 124 26,45, NU I SH Mei. Chrjoft. H. 1 al Tim. 
IM | 1 
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Erice the Biſhops : yet they never pretended to Ordain, 
Unc. nor affected any W and coordinate Au- 
Bingo 76- thority. They did, I confeſs, in ſome Churches 
js 7 nr oy (as now with us) put their hands, in conjunction 
ard 793 With the Biſhop, upon thoſe of their own degree: 
e but this was to teſtifie their conſent to the Act of 
285 the other; and they never did it without him, and 
much leſs againſt him. For they knew well the E- 
Prov. 22. 28. quity of Solomon's Law, Remove not the ancient land. 
mark which thy fathers have ſet. We have therefore 
reaſon to bleſs God, that our Ordinations are ſo con- 
formable to the Primitive Model; and to with for 
the reſtitution of it, where it hath been neglected. 
3 For though I humbly conceive, that a defective Or- 
_ dination (when free from -Schiſm)) doth not un- 
church a Body of Chriſtians ; and we cannot- think 
with any appearance of Charity, or Truth, that 
(meerly for this Imperfection) God will reject, as 
unclean, the Prayers and Sacraments of Congrega- 
tions aſſembled in his Name, and deny them the 
vital Communications of his Grace: yet it gives 
occaſion of inſulting to Adverſaries without, and of 
Scruples to honeſt Minds within: and to ſtand up 
pertinaciouſly for it, to contend for it as the purer, 
and more Apoſtolical, is a ſtrange exceſs; and hath 
(T fear,) been no ſmall obſtruction to the Progreſs of 
the Reformation. Atthe 5 whereof, (when 
good Men were bent only upon ſhaking off Popiſh 
Tyranny) Regular Ordination was wanting in ſome 
Churches by the Calamit ies of the times; the next 
Step was, that this Want (though lamented by ma- 
ny) was juſtify'd by others as none: and then in the 
| Proceſs of the Controverſie, (as we ſee to our grief) 
they from whoſe hands it rightſully comes, were 


de- 
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decry d, and thrown out as Antichriſtian Uſurpers. 
This Diſorder the old Martyrs, and Conſeſſors of 
the Church would have been aſtoniſh'd at: But 
God (who hath in his hand the Hearts of Princes, 
and People) is able to put a Period to it, and to 
diſpoſſeſs the evil Spirit of Schiſm : and he will do 
it (we truſt) in his good' time, and reſtore in all 
places the true Government, and Difcipline, and U- 
-nity of his Church. And then our Church (which 
now ſtands alone, and unſhelter'd, like an old Caſtle 
in the Sea) will have Concord at home, and ſupport 
from her Neighbours : Then Ephraim ſhall not emvy Il. 17. 15. 
Judah, nor Fudah vex Ephraim: Then there will be 
no Faction, or Diviſion, no quarrelling, or deſtroy- 
ing in the Mountain of the Lord: but Mercy, and pr. 8. 104 
Truth ſhall meet together; righteouſneſs and peace ſhall 
kiſs each other. | | 


XI. The Power of Ordaining being thus aſcer:. 
tain'd, a word may ſuffice upon the Fourth Propoſi- 
tion ; That 'tis to be exerted by the laying on of 
hands, with ſolemn Prayer. And this is a practice 
that is generally agreed upon; though duſt hath 
been rais d to no purpoſe about tlie neceſſity of it: 
and ſome of the Socinians (thoſe notorious Under- 
miners of Chriſtianity) are willing'to have it caſt- 
away as an old Superſtition : Nor is it a wonder, 
that they who would fubvert the Fundamentals of 
our Religion, ſhould trample upon the Rituals of 

it. But the Apoſtolical Uſe of this Ceremony is too 
obvious to be inſiſted upon: and it was r 
into the Chriſtian Church from the Jewiſh; where it 

went along with publick Benedictions; and was al- 
ſd a Rite of Dedication, in ſetting Men apart for; e-. 
mincut. 


1 
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Num. 27- 18, 
20. 


minent Offices. And thus God comtanded Moſes 
to lay his hands upon Joſhua, and (in conſequence of 


this Impoſition) to put ſome. of his honour upon him; 
that is, ſome diſcriminating Gifts to fit him for Go- 


Deut. 34- 9 


1 Cor. Js 9. 


vernment : And though before this Rite, he is call d 


a Man in whom is the Spirit; (which ſhews * well 


he was antecedently qualify d) yet the effect of it 
upon him appears from what is ſaid, that he was fu/ 
of the ſpirit of . wiſdom ; for Moſes had laid his hands 
upon him. And why may not the ſame Ceremony 
(when us'd by the Rulers of the Church, and attend- 
ed with the Prayers of it) ſtill produce the ſame Be- 
nefit ? 5 


XII. Though I have ſtay d too long upon this 
W Tail (with your permiſſion) uot former 


the Fourth Head, the Deduction of our Apoſtle from 


the laying on of his hands: Neglect not the gift that 
15 in thee. For ſince Your ha & (Holy Fathers) con- 
fer ſuch an important Authority, and are accompa- 
ny'd by the Divine Spirit; how great is the Duty an- 
nex'd to this Gif? 2 and who can ſafely neglect the 
-one, or the other 2 The Phraſe here implies much 
more; namely, the cheriſhing, and exciting, and 
improving of the Grace given ; and (as the Form 
from our Apoſtle is) the tirring of it up: which 
Metaphor is conceiv'd to be taken from the Prieſts 
in the Temple, who were continually to blow up 
that ſacred Fire, which at firſt came down from 
Heaven. That therefore which deſcends from God 
at your Conſecration, is Spiritual Aid proportio; 
nable to your State: That which belongs to you, 
is 2 S. Paul ſpeaks) the labouring together with 
God, the ſetting. of his Grace on work, the blowing 

up, 
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p, and ſpreading of that Fire, which is given you 
o warm, and enliven the World. How Epiſcopal 
race is particularly to be kindled, and manag d, is 
oo ſublime a Theory for thoſe of a lower Sphere: but 
t will not misbecome me to intimate, That the ge. 
eral improvement of the Miniſterial Gift, is chictly 
ttainable by TV. Ways : Firft, by reading, and Me- 
ditation : Secondly, by a diligent application to the 
buſineſs of this Calling: Thirdly, by a frequent re- 
view of the Vows of Ordination, and Prayer for 
the performance of them: And Jaſtly, by a pious, 
and exemplary Lite. | 


XIII. The Firſt way is that which our Apoſtle 
preſcribes immediately before my. Text, Give atten- 
dance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. For 
they whoſe work it is to inſtruct others, muſt be ſure 
of underſtanding what they teach; and be till in- 
creaſing in knowledge, and digging in the Mines of 
divine Truth ; which the molt indefatigable ſearch 
can never reach the bottom of : rhe Word of God ha- 
ving a kind of Infiniteneſs to the Contemplative 
Soul, as well as God himſelf. And 'tis indeed the no- 
bleſt pleaſure to entertain the Mind with this Banquet, 
and pull down innocently the Branches of the Tree of 
Knowledge ; to gaze upon the Myſteries of Religion 
unveil'd, and go up into the Mount, (like Moſes) and 


meditating, and dwelling thus upon the Diſcoveries of 
the Goſpel he may talk with a Glory about him, and 
communicate with ſucceſs his light to others. And 
ſuch proficiency is more neceſſary in a profligate, and 
corrupted Age ; which hath ſo many ſnares and tem- 


ptations at hand to ſeduce Men into Errors, and un- 
D ſettle 
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converſe with God: and when a Preacher hath been 


—— 
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ſettle them in their Principles, and embolden them to — 
looſe, and Atheiſtical Practices: and when he that n 
undertakes to reform them, is to regard himſelf as — 


going into an Amphitheatre to fight with Beaſts. 

And is. it not viſible, that higher degrees of Learning, 

and Knowledge, are now requiſite; when fo many 

new Altars are ſet up againſt the Communion of the 

Church, and every Sect is contending for Dominion ; 

when the Doctrines of the 7rinity, and Frcarnation; 

and Satisfaction of Chriſt, and the. Reſurrection, are 

exploded in our Streets; and the very Principles of 

Natural Religion, the Providence of God, and Im- 

mortality of the Soul, are openly aſſaulted ; when 

the old Hereſies are rak'd out of their Graves, and 
monſtrous Opinions are every day invented; and 

among ſuch different ſhapes of Proteſtants, we have 

too many that proteſt againſt all Religion, and all 
Morality 2? And is there not then very great reaſon 

to deliver the Bible into the hands of them that are 

dedicated to the Miniſtery of the Church; and to 

remind them by this Uſage, that they are bound to be 

always converſant therein, to preſerve, and defend 

the Oracles of it, and to make it the Guide of their 
Preaching, and of their Lives? This is an Obliga- 

tion common to us all: But Biſhops are more pe- 

culiarly the Keepers, and Guardians of the Truths 

of Religion; and are plac'd about the Garden of the 

Sen. 3. 24 the Lord, to keep (in this ſenſe) the way of the tree 
A Tim. 1. 14. of life. That good thing (faith S. Paul to his Son) 
| which as committed unto thee, (Catholice fidei talen- 
"Vincent Lir. tum, as a * Father of note expounds it) keep by the 
api Holy Ghoſt which divelleth in us : "Tis depoſited witli 
them, and they are reſponſible for it to God, and his 

Church: and. if · they are perſidious in keeping it, 

Errours., 

Y 
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Errours, and Corruptions will over ſpread the 
Church; and when Hereſie is got into the Epiſco- 
pal Seat, tis as if the Ark of God (with his Law 
therein) were taken Captive. 


— 


XIV. Secondly, The Gift of Ordination is to be 
excited by a diligent Application to the Buſineſs of 
our Calling : And when God finds us doing his 
work, he will bleſs 17, and ws for attending to it. 
Tis the Honour of God's Servant to be (as he is) 
a Lover of Souls; and Love naturally makes Men Wiſd. rr. 20. 
unwearied, and eager in promoting the Happineſs 
of the Object belov'd : and therefore it becomes 
him to be very ſedulous in purfuing this Work, the 
moſt glorious that Man is capable of. And as by 
taking heed to himſelf, and to his doftrine, he will both » Tim 4-15, 
ſave himſelf, and them that hear him: ſo let him be- 
ware (as he values Salvation) teſt by a ſlothful, and 
careleſs management he ſhould prove a Deſtroyer of 
Souls, and bring Damnation upon himſelf. For God 


; will not be fatisfied without our Diligence; but 


with ir, whatever the event is, we ſhall be ſaſe: 
and though we cannot be ſure of having the Har- 
veſt ſuitable to our Cultivation ; Ceſpecially in ſuck 
unfruitful Ground, and ſuch a tempeſtuous Seaſon ) 
yet we cannot fail of God's Benediction, nor of 
reaping what he hath promis d. And if we endea- 
vour to make the beſt uſe of our Stock, and hide not 
our Talent in the Earth, we ſhall enter into the joy 
of our Lord; though we cannot boaſt of our ſuc-” 
ceſs, nor come with this Anſwer, Lord, thou Mat. 25-20. 
adeliveredſt unto me five talents ; behold, I have 
gained befides them frove talents more, This after all 
diſappointments will be a laſting comfort to us, 
D 2 that 
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that we have labour d ſincerely to ſerve our Re- 
deemer: and when we do ſo, we may expect [and 
not otherwiſe) that God will affiſt, and approve us, 
and furniſh us with the Riches of his Grace. He 
is ever moving in the vaſt Circle of Heaven, and 
turning the Wheels of the Creation, and diſperſing 
his Benefits among Men: and then he may well 
require the Officers of his Houſe to reſemble him 
in being active, and induſtrious, and inceſſantly 
employ'd in doing good. 7 


XV. Thiraly, A frequent review of the Vows of 
Ordination will much conduce to the Incitement of 
the Grace then imparted ; eſpecially if daily Prayer 


for this end adds freſh vigour to them. We then 
promis d before the Church faithfully to miniſter 


the Doctrine, and Sacraments, and Diſcipline of 
Chriſt, as he hath commanded; to baniſh, and drive 
away all erroneous and ſtrange Doctrines; to uſe both 
publick, and private Monitions, aud Exhortations to 
our People ; to be diligent in prayers, and reading. 
of the holy: Scriptures ; to maintain peace, aud qui- 
etneſs, and Love ; to make our ſelves. wholſome Ex- 
amples, and Patterns to the Flock of Chriſt ; aud to 
obey, and ſubmit our ſelves to our Governours. And 
promiſes to the fame effect are renew'd by thoſe of 
the Superiour Order : with the acceſſion of ſuch, as 
are fitted to the Prerogatives of it. And when all 
theſe Engagements (made with ſuch. binding cir- 
cumſtances, in the Sanctuary of God, before the 
Governours of his Church, in the preſence of his. 


Alngels, in the Aſſembly of his People, and at go- 


ing up to his Holy Table) are ſeriouſſy imprinted 


upon the Conſcience, and frequently recall'd ; and 


Pray-. 
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Prayer for Ability to accompliſh them, is conſtantly 
offer d to God; his Conduct, and Favour may 
confidently be expected; and there can be no fear 
of running in vain, or of m_ a full Reward. 
For there is this tranſportin urance to all that 


feed the flock of God willingly, and as enſamples to 1 pet. 5, 2. 
it, not as Lords over his heritage; that when the chief 35 ++ 


ſhepherd ſhall appear, they ſhall receive a crown of 


glory that fadeth not away. 


XVI. This brings me to the laſt way of ſtirring; 
up the ſacred Gift, namely that of a pious, and 
exemplary Lite. For without this, we cannot ac. 

uit our ſelves as becomes the Stewards of the Go-- 
pel: and let our natural Endowments, and out- 


ward Gifts be never ſo glittering, there muſt be a 
Lamp of Devotion burning within; or elſe we are 


not fit to be Spiritual Guides. But by dung, as 
well as teaching the Commands of our Lord, we 
ſhall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.. 
There is a natural Oratory in a good Lite, and it 
recommends Vertue more powerfully than- the moſt 
eloquent Tongue: And it hath. too a Moral influence, 


by inducing God to bleſs our Induſtry, and to give 
| Increaſe to our Labours. And therefore it we 


would perſwade Men to be vertuous, and. chari- 


table, and devout, we mult be ſo our ſelves : and 


our being ſo will entitle us-to the Aids of the Spi- 


rit, and cauſe us to rejoyce in the Fruits of our 
holy Toi: And if we are ſenſible of having done 


our duty, and diſcharg d our Conſciences, we need 


not be concern'd at any Difcouragements abroad; 
| becauſe we ſerve a Maſter that cannot diſappoint 
us, and our Reward is repoſited where no Malice 

| Can 
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* 12. qa, can defeat us. Who then (as he excites us) ij that 
3. faithful, and wiſe ſteward, whom his Lord ſhall make 
ruler over his houſhold, to give them their pl%ion of 
meat in due ſeaſon? Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom hs 

Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 


XVII. And thou, O Man of God, follow after theſe 
1 Tim. 4. rf, things; after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, pa- 
_ tience, meekneſs : keep that whith is committed to thy 
* Tim. 2. 1. tryft, and be ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Je- 
Tim. 6-12. ſus e fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on e- 
T.ernal life. This is the mighty Recompence that 
7 Tim. 1. 18. Preponderates all the hardſhips of this good ern 
and (even in the brighteſt days of the Church) is 
the nobleſt Encouragement to it: no other Incentive 
prevailing upon a generous, and Chriſtian Soul, 
but the power of doing good, and the profpect of a 
future Retribution for it. For they that here are ef. 
Nat. 5. 14 fectually the Lights of the World, ſhall ſhine hereaf- 
Dan. 12.3. ter as Stars in a much higher Orb. Great, and 
| tremendous at all times is the burthen of the Epi- 
ſcopal Charge; and ſupernatural ſtrength (which 
no Intruder, no unworthy ſeeker hath any claim 
to) is neceſſary to bear it: and eſpecially in this 
Age, when there is fo little reverence facred 
things, ſuch an unbridled licentiouſneſs of Manners, 
and open _ contempt of Religion; and when the 
Church (though protected fo graciouſly by the Roy- 
= * al Scepter) is bleeding (I pray God, it may not be 
1 to death) with the Wounds of a moſt unhappy, and 
4 | groundleſs Separation. Again, great is the Appre- 

5 henſion to a good Man, of paſſing through that 
ſevere ſcrutiny at the Bar of Chriſt: when he is 
to be ſtrictly examin d, By what Motives he = 
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derd upon this miniſtration ? With what er 
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diſchargd it > What Talents he receiv'd for it How 
many Souls he gain d? How many Sectaries he re- 
duc d? What Vices, and Scandals were ejected by 
him 2 How watchful he'was in governing ; how un- 
corrupt in judging; how aſſiduous in preaching, and 
viſiting, and reforming; how liberal in reheving, ; 
and how careful to give a ſhining Example ? Put 
. ſtil, and infimtely encouraging is the Prize 
ue to him, that can return a joyful Anſwer to theſe 
Articles of Enquiry : and that can truly profeſs at 
the Cloſe of his Labours, Lord, I have walked before I. 38. * 
thee with a perfect heart; T have increas d Thy Mo- 
ney given me to trade with; 7 delighted to do thy Pla. qo. S. 
will; nd I have finifhed the work which thou gaveſt me jon. 17. ,.. 
to do. Happy is the Paſtour of the Church, that is: | 
prepar d for ſuch a chearful Account of his Steward- 
ſhip at God's Tribunal : that lives with therefreſhing 
Hope, that when the Enſigns of his Dignity ſhall be 
buried with him in the Duſt, he ſhall be more ad- 
vanc:d in God's everlaſting Temple: That can look: 
backupon his paſt Services with humble Joy, and look. 
up to Heaven with holy Confidence; and can go to 
God with as much alacrity, asa faithful Commander: 
returns to his Prince after a proſperous Expedition: 
and that when he hath ſpent himſelf in the heat of the 
Vineyard, and is drawing near to Eternity, can ſay 
triumphantly with our Apoſtle; 7 have fought a good Tin. 4. 5; 
fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have fept the 8. + 
faith :* Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Fudge, ſhall: 
ive me at that day; and unto; all: them that his. 


appearing. 
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hich wonderful hay (the Expectation of all 
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eo Soul whether in the Body, or out of ; 
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God, in his infinite Mercy, preptfus 


ww 
5 through the merits of our eternal Mediator, 
3 E aſſiſtances of his Spirit. To which 


- ever-bleſſed 7rinity * all Praiſe, and- Glory for 
A ; ever. Amen. oy 1 
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